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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

The First Amendment: Freedom of Expression

	TEACHER NAME
Carol Kile
	PROGRAM NAME
Parma City School District

	
	[Unit Title]
Foundations of American History and Government

	NRS EFL(s)
3 – 5 
	TIME FRAME
120 – 180 minutes    

	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	R 3.2
	Text Types and Purposes
	W 3.1
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S 3.3

S.4.1
	Conventions of Standard English
	L 3.2

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.3.5

R 4.2

R.3.3

R.4.1

R.5.1


	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.3.3

W.4.3


	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	S 3.5

S.5.2
	Knowledge of Language
	L 3.3

	
	Craft and Structure
	R 3.8
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	L 3.4

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	R.4.10
R.3.17
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S) 
· Students will be able to read relevant documents and related cases and present findings in a focused, coherent manner in both speaking and writing. 
· They will be able to cite evidence and display reasoning skills in class discussion and individual writing exercises.

· In the essay assignment, using skills of organization and conventions of standard English, they will be able to apply what they have learned in comparing and analyzing similar situations in different contexts. 

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS
Formative Assessment:  
· Group discussion and questions asked individuals in review of past lessons and new material. 
· Ability to master new vocabulary and ideas presented in historical documents and court decisions.

· Understanding of extended response guidelines.
Summative Assessment:  
· Analysis of discussion and oral questions asked. 
· Evaluation of essay through rubric designed to rate: 1) creation of argument and use of evidence; 2) Development of ideas and organization structure; and 3) clarity and command of standard English conventions. 
· Individual conferences with suggestions for a possible rewrite.

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE 
· Development of individual liberties in American colonial and the early period of the Republic via lecture, discussion, and available social studies texts. 


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
1. A brief lecture on the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, with accompanying documents.
a. Depending on attendance, small groups may discuss the importance of those rights in today’s world, with a brief presentation to the class. 
2. Review of First Amendment Vocabulary and Concepts (attached) with the use of dictionaries.

3. Presentation of a U.S. Court System diagram, with a focus on the Supreme Court’s jurisdiction in cases involving Constitutional issues. 
4. Small groups or individuals contribute hypothetical situations in which free speech could be limited. 
5. Oral reading of such limitations that have developed through U.S. history. 
6. Reading summaries of and discussing Debs v. United States and Brandenburg v. Ohio. 
a. Have students read the summaries of the 2 Supreme Courts cases.

b. Teacher-led discussion of the facts of the cases.

7. Student writing assignment:

a. Once the discussion is finished have students respond to the First Amendment Essay Prompt (attached).


	RESOURCES
Digital History: The Critical Period. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/era.cfm?eraID=4&smtid=2 
First Amendment Vocabulary and Concepts (attached) 

Dictionaries for student use
Projector, ability to project

Computer

Internet access

US Court System diagram
The US Court System. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://libguides.law.gonzaga.edu/case-law
Additional court information may be found at

United States Courts. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.uscourts.gov/  

DEBS v. UNITED STATES. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.oyez.org/cases/1901-1939/1918/1918_714  

BRANDENBURG v. OHIO. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.oyez.org/cases/1960-1969/1968/1968_492  

First Amendment Essay Prompt (attached)
First Amendment Jeopardy games
Instant Jeopardy Review. (n.d.). Retrieved from 

http://www.superteachertools.com/jeopardyx/jeopardy-review-game-convert.php?gamefile=../jeopardy/usergames/May201119/jeopardy1305238697.txt 

First Amendment Rights. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.superteachertools.us/jeopardyx/jeopardy-review-game.php?gamefile=576926#.VYguB_lVgSU  

Scratch - First Amendment Jeopardy. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/1685244/  


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Students of varying levels of ability will receive additional guidance in using the dictionary to locate vocabulary. 
· Large or small group discussions allow opportunities for everyone to show comprehension and apply that knowledge to everyday situations.
· If necessary, extra time is used to make sure everyone is on track. 
· The essay expectations are thoroughly explained. Each student’s individual abilities are considered in individual discussions of the writing assignment. Rewrites are helpful to expand the learning experience.

	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



FIRST AMENDMENT VOCABULARY AND CONCEPTS

Constitution

Bill of Rights

Amendment
Petition
Redress
Grievance
Espionage
Socialism
Insubordination
Imminent
Ku Klux Klan

Libel
Slander
“Clear and present danger”

“Imminent lawless action”

“Content-neutral”
“Content-based”

“Time, place, and manner restrictions”
FIRST AMENDMENT ESSAY   
Freedom of Expression Hypothetical

Jan is a member of a religions group called the True Believers (TBs). The TBs believe that God controls all aspects of human existence and that when a society fails to abide by God’s word, it will be punished.

The TBs believe that God is punishing the United States because it has not outlawed homosexual conduct. This punishment, they believe, includes the deaths of U.S. servicemen and women in Iraq and Afghanistan.

To draw attention to their beliefs and to get the U.S. to “get right with God,” they engage in demonstrations at the funerals of these fallen soldiers. At such demonstrations, they pass out literature, carry signs, and yell, all of which include statements like “God punished your child for permitting homosexual conduct,” Your child died for our sins,” and “Your child deserved to die.”

As you would expect, this has caused the families great anguish and at some funerals, violence has broken out when family members have attacked the TBs. 

Recently, a citizen of Pleasantville, Ohio died in Iraq. The TBs announced plans to appear and protest at the funeral. To avoid problems, the Pleasantville City Council passed a law that there shall be no protest of any issue by the TBs within the city limits. The TBs ignored the law and during their protest, they were attacked by a family member of the dead soldier. No one was seriously injured, but the police arrested the TBs for violating the law.

This case went through the Federal Court system and is to be decided by the United States Supreme Court as to whether the TBs’ First Amendment rights to freedom of expression were violated. You are a Justice on the Supreme Court. Considering the decisions made in cases such as Debs v.US and Brandenburg v. Ohio, and the First Amendment guarantees of freedom of expression, write your own decision.  Should the law passed by the Pleasantville City Council be upheld or should the TBs be allowed to continue their demonstrations. Should any restrictions be placed on the activities of any of the parties involved? Can the city council rewrite the law to be less restrictive? These are the questions that you must consider in your decision.
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